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There is reason to believe that in many instances very-
serious corruptions, and even heathenish practices, have been
allowed to prevail in some of the Syrian congregations.
Several of the festivals and fasts are in some places con-
ducted in a manner little better than those of the heathen.
Certain ceremonies performed for the dead are even called
by the Hindu title of similar observances, and there have
been instances of heathen songs having been sung in churches
for the amusement of the people, besides other degrading
and unchristian acts of compliance with heathen sentiments
and practices.

The Syrian Christians are generally respectable in appear-
ance and dress, and are comparatively fair in complexion.
Many are engaged in trading and agricultural pursuits, and
gome are possessed of much wealth. Their houses are often
spacious and good, witli neat wood carvings and other
decorations in the Malabar style. On the whole they are
intelligent, and display considerable intellectual activity as
well as commercial industry and capacity. Several of their
number occupy good positions as English teachers, astronomers,
lawyers, and clerks. One of this race translated into Malay-
alini, for the writer, a number of popular Tamil Christian
lyrics, which have been published, and are very well received
by native Christians. Another Syrian youth, connected with
the Church. Mission, Mr. T. C. Poonen, B.A., has been
awarded the Government of India Scholarship, and is now
studying in England for the bar. An able and devoted
native minister in connection with the Church Mission, Kev.
George Matthan (lately deceased), published some years ago
a valuable and original grammar of the Malayalim language,
and was a very scholarly and accomplished man, A
history of the Syrian Christians in Malayalim, a transla-
tion of Shakspere's u Comedy of Errors/' besides several
original poems and other works, have recently been published